The Pasadena Suzuki Music Program (PSMP) was founded by Elizabeth and Harlow Mills.  Mrs. Mills, a traditional violin teacher living in Altadena, first became interested in Shinichi Suzuki’s philosophy and work when she heard that he was teaching very young children to play the violin.  
In 1959, Elizabeth began to correspond with John Kendall, the author of the first informed American reports about Suzuki’s philosophy of Talent Education.
At first, Mrs. Mills was skeptical.  However, her skepticism receded as she experimented with Suzuki’s ideas.  Her original concern – that if all students played the same pieces in large groups, students would become bored or competitive or their unique needs would be masked – was set to rest.  Instead, Mrs. Mills found that using the core repertoire gave her greater insight into the music and stimulated both teacher and student.  It also motivated students to play at their best without feeling self-conscious.
The question of learning to play (in the beginning) by reading or by ear was easily resolved in favor of the latter, since students taught “by ear” developed greater musical ability, interest, and better handling of the instrument.
Mrs. Mills applied those concepts which made the most sense to her as she continued her traditional teaching.  When John Kendall’s adaptations of the Suzuki method books became available in 1963, she began to teach beginners using the recordings and actual Suzuki materials for the first time.
It was not until after hearing the first group of representative children from Japan in 1964 that she accepted pre-school age children.  She saw how lively, natural, and alert the Japanese students were, and shared wonder and joy with other musicians over their musical expressiveness and technical competence.  She was finally persuaded that it was possible to avoid the warped and pressured personalities commonly associated with prodigies.  This would depend upon assisting parents to give quality guidance in practicing, infused with love and patience and enabling goals.  Mutual stimulation rather than competitive striving would provide a healthy emotional environment.
Since 1965, when Suzuki first started spending his summers assisting teachers in America through workshops at colleges (several of which were attended by Mrs. Mills), the work in Pasadena has grown steadily in scope and quality.  Elizabeth & Harlow Mills traveled to Japan many times, sometimes with Pasadena families, to learn more about Suzuki’s teaching.  Eventually, they established a community of students & other teachers who were interested in using Suzuki’s philosophy, and that group grew into what is now called the Pasadena Suzuki Music Program.
Today, PSMP continues to thrive with core programs for violin & piano, a growing program in viola, and new possibilities on the horizon.  Our highly qualified teachers are trained by Suzuki Association teacher trainers.  Our students also continue to learn from Suzuki “master” teachers in the US and in Japan, as well as from other musical traditions, through summer music festivals held all over the world.  In addition to leaving this legacy in Pasadena, our founders, Elizabeth & Harlow Mills, were also instrumental in establishing the Suzuki Association of the Americas (SAA), the Suzuki Music Association of California (SMAC), and, along with Sr. Therese Cecile Murphy, various Suzuki Institutes (summer programs) on the West Coast of the United States.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Elizabeth also edited and published "The Suzuki Concept" and "In the Suzuki Style".
